ANAND DECLARATION 2000
 
We, the undersigned, having considered the current status of co-operatives and co-operative legislation, with the conviction that co-operatives must better meet the needs of their members in today's emerging economic environment, and having deliberated on the importance of our identity, values and principles in relation to law, do hereby declare that in all forums we will advocate and support such laws as fully conform with co-operative principles and which are faithful to the characteristics described below.  Recognizing that more than five decades have been spent in advocating reform of co-operative law and, further, that nine years have passed since the Chaudhary Brahm Perkash Committee recommended a Model Act, we urge the Union and State Governments to set and meet a time-bound schedule to enact laws that meet the criteria herein set forth.  To delay is to jeopardize the role of co-operatives, their members' economic interests as also the national economy.  It is our unanimous view that good co-operative law:
 
        Must directly incorporate the ICA Statement of Co-operative Identity and Principles of Co-operation; the provisions of the law should be wholly consistent with these principles.
        Defines the Registrar of Co-operatives' role solely as certification of registration and liquidation of co-operatives.
        Allows co-operatives to avail of such financing as is available to other forms of enterprise but does not allow them to accept Government equity.
        Must require the active patronage and participation of members.
        Must include specific provisions to ensure the accountability of boards to members and of employees to the board.
        Must guarantee full autonomy of democratic governance by making co-operatives responsible for conduct of their own elections and the appointment of Chartered Accountants as auditors.
        The law must provide for co-operative bylaws to specify the arrangements for members to appoint an interim committee to carry out the functions of the board for such limited period specified in the event a board does not fulfill its obligation to conduct elections.  
        Must provide that the law take its normal course in the case of misappropriation, defalcation, embezzlement or any other illegal act,  without requiring permission of the Registrar or other authority.
        Must encourage professionalism in the management of co-operatives.
        Must place the responsibility for the rules of governance with the bylaws, with the co-operative's board subject to strict penalties should they fail to comply with the bylaws.
        Must ensure that settlement of disputes is arbitrated or adjudicated by an independent authority which may include an authority constituted by co-operatives themselves.
        Must enable and facilitate, not restrict or prescribe.  
 
We recognize that good laws are necessary, but are not a sufficient condition for the success of co-operatives.  To best serve their members co-operatives must enhance their efficiency, effectiveness and economy as well as quality.  We therefore commit ourselves to:
 
        Revamp, redesign and revitalize training and education programs for members, boards and employees, to meet today's needs while remaining true to co-operative principles.
        Reorient co-operative leadership to their roles and the core values and principles that are the foundation of cooperation;
        Recognize and meet the need to employ professionals and to respect the professionals' responsibility for management within the framework of plans and policies established by the board.
 
And, finally, with the knowledge that other laws and policies can advance, or retard, the interests of co-operatives,  we urge that:
 
        The Co-operative Initiative Panel assess the challenges and opportunities arising from WTO negotiations, intellectual property treaties, biotechnology initiatives and other international issues that affect cooperatives and their members.
        The NCUI play a proactive role in educating co-operatives and co-operators as to the implications of these issues as well as their opportunities and challenges, while ensuring that the voice of co-operatives receives full consideration in development of Government's negotiating positions.
        The same policies and programmes that apply to other forms of enterprise should be applicable to co-operatives in full measure.
        All states accelerate adoption of Value Added Taxation, in replacement of multipoint sales taxes,  thereby ending the discriminatory treatment of two and three tier co-operatives.
