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NTCA, Anglican Church Launch Project to Combat HIV/AIDS and Poverty

 in Rural South Africa

September 19, 2002, Arlington, Va. – With support from the Ford Foundation, the National Telecommunications Cooperative Association (NTCA) and the Anglican Diocese of St. John’s in South Africa have launched a two-year project in the Eastern Cape to use information and communication technologies (ICTs) to combat the HIV/AIDS pandemic and improve the impoverished rural area’s local food supply. 

NTCA and the diocese will create a community health and development telecenter in the village of Dumrana to serve the area’s 50,000 people.  Under the project, the partners will develop HIV/AIDS awareness and skills, train volunteers to visit and care for the sick, and build skills for productive sheep farming, poultry raising and vegetable growing. 

The Diocese of St. John’s is constructing a new building to house the telecenter, which will offer, for the first time in the area, fee-based services such as phone access, computer use, Internet, fax, photocopying, and assistance and training in ICT applications.  The center provides much needed community meeting space. 

“We see a great need in rural Dumrana to bring telecommunications resources and know-how to help the community unlock its own potential to work together for a better future,” said NTCA Chief Executive Officer Michael E. Brunner.  

“NTCA has been working in South Africa since 1995 on universal access issues. Now we are excited to introduce ICTs and put them to work at the grassroots level,” Brunner added.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Sitembele Mzamane, Bishop of St. John's, said, “The diocese of St. John's shares my sincere excitement and appreciation for the Dumrana Project.  It is going to serve 
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the parish of Dumrana and spill over to the surrounding communities.  The impact this project will have on our young people is untold.  It is going to challenge them to talk freely and teach their peers about this scourge of HIV/AIDS and this itself is a recipe for better value for life and rediscovery of their worth.”  

Bishop Mzamane expressed appreciation that “there are some partners of goodwill overseas (USA) that are still willing to stand with us in our solitude and struggle to make a difference in the lives of our people.”  

For more information on the Dumrana Community Health and Development Center, contact Margaret Pollock, NTCA senior international projects officer, at 703-351-2064.

###

NTCA is a nonprofit association representing more than 550 locally owned and controlled telecommunications cooperatives and commercial companies throughout rural and small-town America. 

 The mission of NTCA's International Program is to improve the quality of life in rural communities of developing and newly democratized countries. It does so by helping communities develop strong locally owned and managed telecommunications systems and, where appropriate, make effective use of related information technologies. Fundamental to the program are the principles of partnership, self-help and long-term sustainability. 

Visit us at http://www.ntca.org.
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