
       

Bibliography 
Selected Works Related to the History of Co-operatives 
       

 
— 2002 — 

 
PART I 

 
Works marked with an asterisk (*) are especially useful. 

 
General, International, and Miscellaneous Works 
Note — be sure to check the following journals: 

• Review of International Co-operation (good, short pieces on co-operatives in various countries – 
historical, contemporary, opinion) 

• Annals of Public and Co-operative Economy 
• Journal of Agricultural Co-operation (U.S.) 
• American Cooperation (yearbook) 
• Agricultural History (has occasional useful articles) 
• Coopératives et Développement (Quebec; has some English-language articles) 

(1999 renamed Économie et Solidarités) 
 
Abbott, John Cave.  Agricultural Marketing Enterprises for the Developing World:  With Case Studies of 

Indigenous Private, Transnational, Cooperative, and Parastatal Enterprise.  Cambridge, 1987. 
*Attwood, D.W., and Baviskar, B.S. (eds.)  Who Shares?  Co-operatives and Rural Development.  Delhi, 

1988.  (Good anthology with contributions on Asia, Africa, and Latin America.) 
Baker, Jacob.  Cooperative Enterprise.  New York, 1937.  (dated but good on European co-operatives in 

this period) 
Bekkum, Onno-Frank van, and Gert van Dijk (eds.).  Agricultural Co-operatives in the European Union:  

Trends and Issues on the Eve of the 21st Century.  Assen, Netherlands, 1997. 
Benecke, Dieter W.  Cooperation and Development.  Role of Cooperative Societies in Developing 

Countries.  Mainz, 1972.  (Source is now dated but could be used to illustrate the attitude of the 
time.) 

*Birchall, Johnston.  The International Co-operative Movement.  Manchester, 1997. 
*Brazda, J. , and R. Schediwy (eds.). Consumer Co-operatives in a Changing World.  Geneva, 1989. 
*Cobia, David W. (ed.). Cooperatives in Agriculture.  Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 1989. (Has chapters 

on nonagricultural co-ops, international statistics.) 
*Craig, John G.  The Nature of Co-operation.  Montreal, 1993. 
*Develtere, Patrick.  “Co-operatives and Development:  Towards a Social Movement Perspective,” Centre 

for the Study of Co-operatives Occasional Paper #92 - 03.  (Highly useful conceptual and statistical 
overview of co-operatives in developing countries.) 

-----.  (The same author’s book, Co-operation and Development, Leuven, 1994, is useful but hard to find.) 
Digby, M.  Agricultural Co-operation in the Commonwealth.  Oxford, 1951.  (A survey of co-operative 

development up to the end of colonialism.) 
Digby, Margaret.  The World Co-operative Movement.  London, 1960. 
*Egerstrom, Lee, Pieter Bos, and Gert Van Dijk (eds.).  Seizing Control:  The International Market Power 

of Cooperatives.  Rochester, 1996. 
Enriquez, C.G. (ed.).  Cooperatives in Third World Development.  Workshops on Basic Issues and Case 

Studies.  Antigonish, 1986. 
Fairbairn, B. et al., Co-operatives and Community Development:  Economics in Social Perspective.  

Saskatoon, 1991. 
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Fairbairn, B.  “Co-operatives and Globalization:  Market-driven Change and the Origins of Co-operatives 

in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries,” in CASC 1991 Yearbook:  Globalization and Relevance 
of Co-operatives, ed. David Gartrell and Byron Henderson (Saskatoon, n.d.), pp. 42-70. 

Fay, C.R.  Co-operation at Home and Abroad.  London, 1908 and 1939, 2 vols.  (a detailed source for 
early developments in Europe) 

Foxall, Gordon.  Co-operative Marketing in European Agriculture.  Hants., G.B., 1982. (a contemporary 
factual/statistical survey) 

Fulton, Murray E. (ed.). Co-operative Organizations and Canadian Society:  Popular Institutions and the 
Dilemmas of Change.  Toronto, 1990. 

*Furlough, Ellen, and Carl Strikwerda (eds.).  Consumers against Capitalism?  Consumer Cooperation in 
Europe, North America, and Japan, 1840-1990.  Lanham etc., 1999. 

*Kitching, G.  Development and Underdevelopment in Historical Perspective.  Populism, Nationalism and 
Industrialization.  London/New York, 1982. 

Report of the Inquiry on Cooperative Enterprise in Europe.  Washington, 1937. 
*Infield, Henrik F.  Utopia and Experiment.  Essays in the Sociology of Co-operation. 
*International Joint Project on  Co-operative Democracy.  Making Membership Meaningful:  Participatory 

Democracy in Co-operatives.  Saskatoon, 1995. 
Konopnicki, M.  “Agricultural Co-operation and the State,” in Annals of Public and Co-operative Economy 

46, 2 (June 1975), pp. 163-186. 
*MacPherson, Ian.  Hands Around the Globe:  A History of the International Credit Union Movement and 

the Role and Development of World Council of Credit Unions, Inc.  Victoria, B.C., 1999. 
*Moody, J. Carroll, and Fite, Gilbert C.  The Credit Union Movement.  Origins and Development 1850-

1980.  Second edition, Dubuque, Iowa, 1984.  (Has a few pages on the international credit union 
movement.) 

*Nash, June, et al. (eds.).  Popular Participation in Social Change.  Cooperatives, Collectives and 
Nationalized Industry.  The Hague/Paris, 1976.  (On developing countries.) 

Obern, Catheryn C., and Jones, Steven D.  “Critical Factors Affecting Agricultural Production Co-
operatives.  A Review,” in Annals of Public and Co-operative Economy 52, 3 (Sept. 1981). 

*Ralph Nader Task Force on European Cooperatives, Making Change?  Learning from Europe’s 
Consumer Cooperatives.  Washington, 1985. 

Rhodes, Rita.  The International Co-operative Alliance During War and Peace, 1910-1950.  Geneva, 1995. 
Shaffer, Jack.  Historical Dictionary of the Cooperative movement.  London, 1999. 
*Tracy, M.  Agriculture in Western Europe.  Challenge and Response, 1880-1980.  Second edition, 

London etc., 1982.  (Note sections on agricultural development in Denmark and other countries.) 
van Dooren, Pierre J.  “The Viability of Agricultural Production Cooperatives,” in Annals of Public and 

Co-operative Economy 53, 1 (March 1982). 
Valko, Laszlo.  Essays on Modern Co-operation 
Watkins, W.P.  The International Co-operative Alliance, 1895-1970. 
Wolff, Henry W.  People's Banks:  A Record of Social and Economic Success.London, 1910.   
 
Co-operative Thinkers, Philosophy and Values 
*Beecher, Jonathan.  Charles Fourier.  The Visionary and His World.  Berkeley, 1986. 
Böök, Sven Åke.  “Co-operative Development and Co-operative Values,” in Review of International Co-

operation 81,2 (June 1988), pp. 61-70. 
Böök, Sven Åke. Co-operative Values in a Changing World:  Report to the ICA Congress, Tokyo, October 

1992, ed. Margaret Prickett and Mary Treacy.   Geneva, 1992. 
Fairbairn, B.  The Meaning of Rochdale:  The Rochdale Pioneers and the Co-operative Principles.  Centre 

for the Study of Co-operatives Occasional Paper #94-02.  Saskatoon, 1994. 
Gide, Charles.  Consumers’ Co-operative Societies. 
Harvey, Rowland Hill.  Robert Owen, Social Idealist. 
Horvat, Branko, Mihailo Markovic, and Rudi Supek (eds.).  Self-Governing Socialism.  A Reader 

(selections from Owen, Blanc, Proudhon). 
*Lambert, Paul.  Studies in the Social Philosophy of Co-operation. Manchester etc., 1963. 
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*Melnyk, George.  The Search for Community.  From Utopia to a Co-operative 

 Society. 
Poisson, Ernest.  The Co-operative Republic, trans. W.P. Watkins.  Manchester, 1925. 
Rhodes, Rita.  “Past Debates in the ICA:  1930s Debate on Co-operative Principles,” in Review of 

International Co-operation 84,1 (1991), pp. 19-24. 
Spencer, M.C.  Charles Fourier. 
Warbasse, James Peter.  What is Cooperation?  A Discussion of the Consumers’ Cooperative Movement, 

Its Principles, Methods, and Accomplishments.  New York, 1927. 
*Watkins, W.P. Co-operative Principles Today and Tomorrow.  Manchester, 1986. 
 
On co-operative principles, see also Review of International co-operation 85,4 (1992); and 87, 3 (1994), 
article by Ian MacPherson.  Then see the conference reports in the same publication concerning the 1995 
congress of the International Co-operative Alliance in Manchester, and the statement of co-operative 
values and identity adopted there. 
 
Britain (does not include Ireland) 
*Backstrom, Philip.  Christian Socialism and Co-operation in Victorian England.  London, 1974. 
*Bonner, Arnold.  British Co-operation.  Manchester, 1961. 
Brown, Kenneth.  The English Labor Movement:  1750-1951. New York, 1982.  (general history, not 

specifically on co-operatives) 
Butt, John (ed.). Robert Owen, Prince of Cotton Spinners: A Symposium.  Newton Abbott, 1971 
*Cole, G.D.H.  A Century of Co-operation.  Manchester, 1944. 
Co-operative Independent Commission Report, 1958. 
Fairbairn, B. The Meaning of Rochdale:  The Rochdale Pioneers and the Co-operative Principles.  Centre 

for the Study of Co-operatives Occasional Paper #94-02.  Saskatoon, 1994. 
*Gaffin, Jean, and Thoms, David.  Caring and Sharing.  The Centenary History of the Co-operative 
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*Garnett, R.G.  Co-operation and the Owenite Socialist Communities in Britain, 1825-1845 
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*Gurney, Peter.  Co-operative Culture and the Politics of Consumption in England, 1870-1930.  
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Hall, F., and W.P. Watkins.  Co-operation:  A Survey of the History, Principles, and Organisation of the 
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Harrison, J.F.C.  Learning and Living, 1790-1960 
*Harrison, J.F.C.  Robert Owen and the Owenites in Britain and America 
Holyoake, G.  The History of Co-operation in England, 2 vols. 
Hough, John A.  Co-operative Retailing 1914-45.  A Statistical Analysis of the Development of Retailing in 

the British Co-operative Movement 
Johnson, Richard.  “‘Really Useful Knowledge’:  Radical Education and Working-Class Culture 1790-

1848,” in John Clarke et al (eds.), Working Class Culture.  Studies in History and Theory 
Killingback, Neil.  “Limits to Mutuality:  Economic and Political Attacks on Co-operation during the 

1920s and 1930s,” in Stephen Yeo (ed.), New Views of Co-operation (London:  Routledge, 1988), 
pp. 207-228. 

Knapp, J.G.  An Analysis of Agricultural Co-operation in England.  London, 1965. 
Lancaster, Bill.  Radicalism, Cooperation and Socialism:  Leicester Working-Class Politics, 1860-1906.  

Leicester, 1987. 
*Mercer, T.W.  Co-operation’s Prophet.  The Life and Letters of Dr. William King of Brighton 
Morley, John.  British Agricultural Cooperatives.  London, 1975. 
Musson, A.E.  “The Ideology of Early Co-operation in Lancashire and Cheshire,” in Musson, Trade Union 

and Social History. 
*Ostergaard, G.N., and Halsey, A.H.  Power in Co-operatives.  Oxford, 1965. 
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Rule, John.  The Labouring Classes in Early Industrial England, 1750-1850.London, 1986  (general 

history, not specifically on co-operatives) 
Thompson, David J.  Weavers of Dreams:  Founders of the Modern Co-operative Movement.  Davis, 

Calif., 1994.  (An “official” view of the history of the Rochdale Pioneers on the occasion of their 
150th anniversary.) 

*Thompson, E.P.  The Making of the English Working Class.  Harmondsworth, U.K., 1980.  (not much on 
co-ops except the last chapter on Owenism, but the classic work on how British workers built their 
own social and political movements) 

Webb, Sidney, and Webb, Beatrice.  The Consumers' Co-operative Movement. 
Whyatt, Anna, and Rhona Howarth.  “The Status and Role of Women in Co-operatives in Great Britain,”  

Coopératives et Développement 17, 1 (1985-86), pp. 117-123. 
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Western and Southern Europe 
*Anderson, R.A.  With Horace Plunkett in Ireland:  The Co-operative Organizer’s Story.  London, 1935, 

reprinted 1983. 
*Beecher, Jonathan.  Charles Fourier.  The Visionary and His World.  Berkeley, 1986. 
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*Delgoff, Sam (ed.)  The Anarchist Collectives:  Workers’ Self-Management in the Spanish Revolution, 
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Gorst, P.G.  “Agricultural Co-operation in the Irish Republic,” Yearbook of Agricultural Co-operation 

1960, pp. 1-48. 
Gueslin, André.  Histoire des crédits agricoles. 2 vols.  Paris, 1984. 
Gutierrez-Johnson, Ana.  “The Mondragon System of Worker Production Cooperatives,” Industrial and 
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Moulin, Annie.  Peasantry and Society in France since 1789. Cambridge, 1991.  (Has passages on 
government policy and co-operative development.) 

Plunkett, Horace.  Ireland in the New Century.  Dublin, 1983. 
*Putnam, Robert D.  Making Democracy Work:  Civic Traditions in Modern Italy.  Princeton, 1993.  (co-
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Digby, M.  Agricultural Co-operation in the Commonwealth.  Oxford, 1951.  (A survey of co-operative 
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